
Mayor’s Column for April 29th

 
I would like to take time this week to remember all of those fighting for our freedom in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. I know the war is on the minds of everyone, but sometimes I get so 
excited about all the good going on in Troy, I forget about what is going on outside of the 
Collar City. 
 
Late last week I learned of the unfortunate passing of former National Football League 
star Pat Tillman. What a story this man provided our country. In an age when it is so easy 
to forget about you morals, and you can take the money and run, I have respect for this 
man. 
 
Tillman should not be set higher than any other person who has made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country, but his story is certainly different. Anyone willing to give up 
millions of dollars, and financial freedom for the rest of his life, simply so he can do what 
he believes is right, deserves to commended. When Tillman passed away however, all it 
did was provide this inspirational story with a sad and tragic ending. Though I know no 
one from Tillman’s family, my thoughts and prayers go out to them as they mourn the 
loss of a true American Hero. 
 
Closer to home, just a few days after we heard about Tillman I received a letter from 
Private First Class Tommy Griswold, who is stationed in Iraq right now. Just several 
weeks ago, I had the great opportunity to send Tommy, and his close friend Tony 
Buchanan, a Troy Bi-Centennial Flag, and a cut out of Uncle Sam. Both of these guys are 
Troy Boys through and through, and it was the least I could do. Tommy decided to write 
me a letter and I wanted to share it with you.  
 
“Dear Mayor Tutunjian. Thank you. Thank you for all of your support and well wishes. 
The support from everyone has been absolutely flattering. The fact I love Troy, New 
York as much as anyone can is pretty well known. But to receive a hand written note 
from the mayor of Troy, on Troy’s very own Uncle Sam- it floored me… Thank you 
Mayor Tutunjian and thank Troy for me. Thank Troy for being my favorite place to be.” 
 
PFC Griswold 
 
I was the one floored that he actually sent me a letter from Iraq. I am truly honored. And 
Tommy, you are certainly welcome. I hope you get the chance to thank everyone over in 
Iraq that you are stationed with that we would like to thank them as well. You guys are 
the true heroes. We are all thinking of you, and cannot wait until you get back. Give our 
regards Tony and we’ll see you all soon. 
 
Mayor Harry Tutunjian 
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